BOLSOVER 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

(As  at  31st  December,  1954). 


Alderman  T.  Colledge  (Chairman). 


Councillor  J.  W.  Bluff 
Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Colledge 
Councillor  F.  Cross 
Councillor  G.  Fisher 
Councillor  S.  T.  Fisher 
Councillor  S.  Jennings 


Councillor  W.  B.  Revill. 
Councillor  J.  W.  Savage,  J.P. 
Councillor  M.  W.  Simpson, 

B.E.M. 

Councillor  J.  Spray 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.  M.  Spray, 

B.A. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  A.  H.  WEAR,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy. 

“ Dale  Close,”  100,  Chesterfield  Road  South,  Mansfield. 
(Tel.  : Mansfield  811). 

Clerk  : MISS  P.  M.  WILSON 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  (Part  time). 

Dr.  J.  B.  McKAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

(Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Inspector 
under  Shops  Acts  and  Petroleum  Acts) 

JOHN  F.  H.  WALTON,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

(Tel.  : Bolsover  3255/6). 

Council  Offices. 

Clerk  : T.  G.  ROBINSON 


2 


PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bolsover  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1954. 

Only  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have  been  notified  and 
the  number  of  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  have 
diminished  considerably  compared  with  the  number  notified 
last  year. 

200  houses  were  built  during  1954.  This  is  a great  achieve- 
ment and  reduces  the  housing  waiting  list  considerably. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  co-operation 
of  the  staff  and  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  con- 
tinued help  and  support  which  members  of  the  Council  have 
given  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  WEAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

“ Dale  Close,” 

100,  Chesterfield  Road  South, 

Mansfield. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (census),  1951) 

Population  mid-year  (Registrar  General)  1954... 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954) 
Rateable  Value,  1954 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1954 


4,526 

10,817 

10,890 

3,325 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  is 
coal  mining. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  from  the  1951  census  figures  that 
the  percentage  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  is  high  in 
Bolsover  compared  with  other  districts.  (25.9%).  There  are 
also  more  males  than  females  and  a low  proportion  of  old 
people  in  the  district.  The  number  of  married  couples  in  the 
younger  age  groups  increased  compared  with  the  1931  census, 
due  to  the  tendency  of  people  to  marry  earlier  in  life  than  they 
used  to  do. 

SCABIES. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  not  one  case  had  to  be  sent 
to  the  Disinfestation  Centre  for  treatment. 

VERMINOUS  HEADS. 

5 children  received  treatment.  The  standard  of  cleanliness 
among  school  girls  of  recent  years  has  shown  a most  satis- 
factory improvement. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 


Live  Births  : — 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  179 

88 

91  I 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000  of 

Illegitimate  5 

2 

3 1 
l 

the  estimated  resident 
population  16.8  (crude) 

Total  184 

90 

94 

Corrected  birthrate  16.8 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Still  Births  7 

3 

4 I 
l 

(live  and  still)  births, 
36. 

DEATHS. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

( 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  of 

99 

61 

38  | 
i 

the  estimated  resident 
population  9.09  (crude) 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  11. 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 


Rate  per  1 ,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Deaths  Still)  Births 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF 
AGE. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  38 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  39 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

The  Infantile  death-rate  is  a little  higher  compared  with 
last  year.  7 infants  died,  6 of  these  in  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life. 


DEATHS  FROM 


Coronorary  thrombosis  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Of  the  23  deaths  from  cancer  5 (4  men  and  1 woman) 
died  from  cancer  of  the  lung.  14  (8  men  and  6 women)  died 
from  cancer  of  the  lymphatic  glands  and  3 (2  men  and 
1 woman)  died  from  cancer  of  the  stomach. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  number  of  types  of  specimens  dealt  with  by  the 
County  Laboratories  were  as  follows  : — 


Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

C.  diptheriae 

1 

1 

Vincent's  Angina  Organisms  ... 

1 

1 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

1 

1 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

4 

4 

•Water  1 

14 

15 

*Ice  Cream,  Methylene  Blue  Test 

16 

16 

MILK. 

Methylene  Blue 

^Phosphatase  Test 

— 

1 

1 

*Turbity  Test 

— 

— 

— 

Tubercle  Bacilli,  Biological  Test 

— 

16 

16 

Clinical  Specimens  Biological  Test 

— 

1 

1 

Clinical  Specimens 

3 

14 

17 

Totals  ... 

4 

69 

73 

^Positive — Unsatisfactory. 

N egati  ve — Satisfactory. 


Ambulance  Facilities  in  the  Area. 

The  Bolsover  Ambulance  Station  (Bolsover  2121)  provided 
a service  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  during  the  day- 
time. For  cases  during  night-time,  the  ambulances  at  Ches- 
terfield Station  (Chesterfield  6282)  are  available. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics. 

All  these  clinics  are  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council,  A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every 
week  on  a Wednesday  afternoon  in  Bolsover. 

A School  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  is 
held  monthly  on  Saturday  in  the  same  place. 


Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

This  is  held  at  Brimington  Road,  Chesterfield,  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  from  9-15  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Children  and  contacts  attend  on  Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 
Workers  on  Thursdays  from  4 to  6-30  p.m.  A “ Refill  ” 
Clinic  is  held  on  Mondays  from  3-30  to  6-30  p.m. 

There  is  no  morning  Clinic  held  on  the  second  Thursday 
in  each  month. 


Venereal  Clinics. 

Chesterfield  Royal  Hospital — 

Males—  Friday,  2-30  to  4-30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  5 to  6-45  p.m. 

Females — Tuesday,  2-30  to  4-30  p.m. 

Friday,  5 to  6-30  p.m. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  AREA 

Water. 

This  is  supplied  by  the  Chesterfield,  Bolsover  and  Clowne 
Water  Board  and  is  satisfactory  in  quality.  All  the  houses 
in  the  district  are  supplied  direct  from  the  town’s  mains. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  before  use  and  0.15  parts  per 
million  of  chlorine  is  added.  The  Chlorinating  plant  is  in- 
stalled at  the  Hillstown  water  tower. 

Results  of  Examination  of  Sample  of  Water. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Chlorinated  and  Softened  Water.  Sample  Taken  on 
14th  November. 


Temperature  on  arrival 

14°C. 

No.  of  Colonies  per  ml. 
developing  on  Agar  in  : 

3 days  at  22  °C. 

48  hours  at  37  °C. 

2 

3 

B.  Coli  Test  (MacConkey’s  Bile 

Salt  Laxtose  Broth) 

Probable  number  of  coliform 

organisms  per  100  ml. 

0 

Free  Chlorine  parts  per  million 

0.03 

REMARKS 

Satisfactory 

Closet  Conversions. 

There  are  3,325  houses  in  the  district  and  apart  from  the 

number  outlined  below  all  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Pail  closets  and  Elsan 

69 

Privies 

8 

Cesspools 

30 

A further  report  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Moor  Lane  pumping  scheme  was  commenced  in 
the  last  quarter  of  1954.  It  will  provide  a new  sewer  system 
for  the  major  part  of  the  Council’s  Moor  Lane  Estate  and  the 
pumping  station  which  will  contain  two  centrifugal  pumps 
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driven  by  15  H.P.  electric  motors  will  deliver  sewage  through 
9-in.  rising  main  to  the  gravity  sewers  already  existing  on 
the  West  side  of  the  town.  This  scheme  has  been  rendered 
necessary  by  mining  subsidence  and  by  the  fact  that  the 
existing  sewers  are  under  capacity. 

The  Shuttlewood  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  ex- 
tended to  allow  adequate  sludge  drying  facilities  and  the 
treatment  of  sludge  liquor. 

Stanfree  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  also  had  sludge 
drying  beds  added  together  with  pumping  equipment  to  lift 
sludge  from  the  settling  tanks  to  the  drying  beds. 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  200  houses  were  completed,  18  by 
private  individuals  and  182  on  the  Castle  Estate  by  the  Coal 
Industry  Housing  Association.  The  Castle  Estate  is  being 
developed  jointly  by  the  Council  and  the  Coal  Industry 
Housing  Association  and  provides  for  the  building  of  436 
houses. 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1954  3,325 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1954 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . . Nil. 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . 18 

(c)  By  the  Coal  Industry  Housing 

Association  . . . . . . 182 

200 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . 363 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . . . . . . . . 493 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations 1925  and  1932  . . . . 36 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . . . . . . . . 45 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . 36 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 
ceding sub-heading)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . 275 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . . . . 226 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  . . . . . . Nil* 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notice 

(i)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring defects  to  be  remedied  . . 31 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  wrhich 

defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notice 

(i)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . 28 

(ii)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . . . . . . . . 3 

(3)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  . . . . . . . . 4 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demo- 

lished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  1 

(d)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  under  the 

provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act  1953  . . 4 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Visits  are  paid  regularly  to  the  factories  in  the  district, 
and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


1.  Inspections  lor  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2 

3,  4 and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

7 

36 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

22 

54 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’  Premises) 

6 

13 

1 

Total 

35 

103 

6 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

5 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

lating to  Outwork) 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

6 

7 

nil 

nil 

3. — Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work. 


No  of  Outworkers 


No.  of  cases  of 
default  in  sending 
lists  to  the  Council 


Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 


13 


4 


nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk,  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

An  account  of  the  supervision  of  milk,  meat  and  other 
foods  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  SECTION  47 

During  March  the  Council  made  an  application  to  Chester- 
field Court  for  an  order  to  compulsorily  remove  a woman  aged 
76  years  from  Shuttlewood  Road,  Bolsover.  This  woman, 
who  was  unable  to  take  proper  care  of  herself,  was  dirty, 
neglected  and  suffered  from  senility.  She  was  detained  under 
this  order  for  28  days  until  the  house  had  been  cleaned. 
Three  months  after  returning  home  the  woman  developed 
pneumonia  and  had  to  be  sent  into  hospital  and,  I under- 
stand, she  is  still  a patient  there. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1954. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

; 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 

Cerebral-spinal  Fever 

Dysentery 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Malaria 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

j 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

Not  one  notification  of  this  disease  was  received. 

May  I repeat  what  I have  said  in  previous  Annual  Reports. 
It  is  most  important  that  there  should  not  be  any  lessening 
of  the  immunisation  campaign.  Diphtheria  is  still  a deadly 
disease  and  will  return  if  the  number  of  immunised  children 
diminish.  Even  when  not  fatal,  diphtheria  may  affect  a child’s 
nerves  and  heart.  It  is  very  infectious  and  is  spread  by  a 
germ  which  passes  from  one  child  to  another.  Diphtheria  is 
not  caused  by  bad  drains. 

Immunisation  is  the  only  safeguard  and  helps  to  build 
up  natural  defences  against  the  disease.  It  is  wise  to  have  baby 
immunised  at  8 months  of  age  and  again  at  5 years.  It  is  a 
simple  process,  usually  painless  and  is  free  to  every  one  under 
the  National  Health  Service.  Injections  can  be  given  either  by 
the  family  doctor  or  by  the  doctor  attending  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 

Last  year  94  school  children  and  129  infants  and  toddlers, 
a total  of  223,  were  injected  in  this  area  and  many  more  re- 
ceived booster  doses. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  3 cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  compared  with 
8 in  1953  and  33  in  1952.  It  was  mild  in  character  and  there 
were  no  deaths. 

Measles. 

109  cases  occurred  compared  with  273  in  1953. 

Whooping  Cough. 

18  cases  were  notified  as  against  94  last  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

An  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  in  the  Moor 
Lane  area  of  Bolsover  in  June  ; eight  persons  being  affected. 
The  outbreak  happened  during  a period  of  flooding  by  sewage 
water  from  sewers  which  had  sunk  owing  to  colliery  subsidence. 
All  the  houses  are  on  the  combined  system  of  drainage  and 
after  a moderate  fall  of  rain  the  gardens  and  the  space  under 
the  ground  floors  become  flooded  by  liquid  sewage  and  faecal 
matter.  The  persons  affected  blamed  this  condition  for  causing 
the  illness. 
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At  the  present  time  the  Bolsover  Council  are  carrying  out 
an  extensive  scheme  to  overcome  the  nuisance  tor  which  a 
Ministry  Enquiry  was  held  during  November,  1953.  Labor- 
atory investigation  of  the  eight  cases  showed  Sonne  Dysen- 
tery in  four  patients. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the 
year. 

The  phthisis  death  rate  was  0.18  for  1,000  of  population 
in  1954. 


Age 
Periods 
in  years 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

0 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

..  .. 

. . 

1 1 

..  .. 

Totals  . . j 

1 ..  .. 

i i i ..  .. 

i 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

The  report  sets  out  the  progress  made  during  the  year  in 
the  development  of  the  Castle  Estate,  an  estate  which  will 
eventually  provide  over  500  houses.  The  progress  made  so  far 
has  already  had  a marked  effect  on  the  housing  shortage,  and 
its  completion  should  go  a very  long  way  towards  solving  the 
housing  problem  in  this  district.  The  plan  for  the  estate  is 
being  amended  to  provide  a number  of  two  bedroomed  bun- 
galows and  houses,  especially  for  the  older  people  ; indeed 
the  needs  of  the  elderly  will  require  more  and  more  attention 
as  the  percentage  of  persons  over  pensionable  age  continues 
to  increase. 

The  housing  problem  is  now  being  attacked  on  a broader 
front  than  has  been  possible  in  the  past  and  a start  has  been 
made  on  the  removal  of  some  of  the  most  insanitary  houses 
and  the  improvement  of  some  of  the  middle  aged  dwellings. 
It  is  expected  that  this  policy  will  be  pursued  with  growing 
intensity  during  the  next  few  years. 

I should  like  again  to  appeal  to  property  owners  to  very 
seriously  consider  the  matter  of  grants  which  are  available 
for  the  improvement  of  houses.  There  are  in  this  district  very 
many  soundly  built  houses  which  offer  the  minimum  of 
conveniences  and  amenities  to  the  occupants.  As  the  number 
of  new  houses  continues  to  grow  the  older  houses  become  less 
and  less  attractive  as  residences  and  the  improvement  of  these 
houses  becomes  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  owner,  the 
tenant  and  the  community  as  a whole. 

The  report  outlines  the  steps  taken  to  ensure  that  ade- 
quate slaughtering  facilities  would  be  available  to  local  but- 
chers following  the  decontrol  of  meat  at  the  beginning  of  July, 
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and  gives  details  of  meat  inspection  carried  out.  The  quality 
of  fatstock  purchased  by  local  butchers  was  of  a high  order 
and  the  amount  of  diseased  meat  surrendered  was  really  quite 
low. 

As  from  the  1st  January,  1954,  the  sale  of  non-designated 
milk  was  prohibited  in  this  district,  but  before  the  Order  came 
into  force  practically  every  family  was  in  the  habit  of  purchas- 
ing Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised  milk. 

There  is  reference  to  the  reorganisation  of  the  public 
cleansing  service  at  the  beginning  of  October  and  details  are 
given  of  the  continued  success  of  the  waste  paper  salvage 
undertaking.  Steps  were  taken  to  attract  recruits  to  the  public 
cleansing  service  and  although  the  difficulties  experienced 
were  not  so  great  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  problem  has  not 
been  entirely  overcome. 

During  1 954  the  Government  passed  new  legislation  deal- 
ing with  various  of  the  Public  Health  Department’s  activities 
in  the  fields  of  Housing,  Food  and  Drugs  Administration, 
Slaughterhouses,  etc.,  and  the  year  was,  in  all,  quite  a busy 
one. 


I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tribute 
to  the  help  and  encouragement  that  I have  at  all  times 
received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  ; I am  also  greatly  indebted  to  my  colleagues  in 
other  departments  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  H.  WALTON, 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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General  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Tables  showing  inspections,  etc.,  undertaken  during  the 
year,  1954. 

Inspection  of  houses  for  nuisances  and  defects 

493 

Revisits  to  houses 

450 

Visits  re  Water  supply 

6 

Visits  to  Infectious  Disease  cases 

42 

Verminous  Premises 

1 

Milk  Distributors  and  Dairies 

108 

Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops 

354 

Bakehouses 

18 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

37 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises 

71 

Food  Shops  . . 

257 

Market  Stalls 

125 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

74 

Inns  and  other  Public  Buildings 

9 

Factories 

103 

Knackers’  Yard 

50 

Schools 

2 

Controlled  Refuse  Tips 

171 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

20 

Colliery  Spoil  Banks 

9 

Moveable  Dwellings 

43 

re  Keeping  of  Animals 

11 

Shops  Act 

61 

Petroleum  Licensing 

36 

Rodent  Control  Measures 

821 

Drainage  Work 

203 

to  Public  Baths 

14 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Visits 

6 

Interviews  with  owners  and  contractors,  etc.  . . 

265 

3860 
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Housing  and  Public  Health  Act  Defects. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  defects  remedied  as  a 
result  of  action  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts — 

Defects  in  connection  with — 


House  roofs 

. . 42 

Chimney  stacks 

5 

Eaves  gutters 

. . 43 

Rain  water  pipes 

. . 49 

Pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls 

. . 18 

Yard  paving 

5 

Waste  pipes 

. . 17 

Wall  plaster 

. . 52 

Ceiling  plaster 

. . 31 

Windows  and  sash  cords 

. . 51 

Doors 

4 

Floors 

. . 24 

Staircases 

. . 3 

Cooking  ranges  and  fireplaces 

. . 31 

Sinks 

8 

Washing  coppers 

. . 10 

Rising  or  penetrating  dampness 

. . 27 

Outbuildings 

. . 18 

Verminous  premises 

1 

Dirty  houses 

3 

Drains  and  inspection  chambers 

. . 62 

Water  closet  pedestals 

. . 26 

Closet  flushing  cisterns 

. . 39 

Closet  pails 

9 

Conveniences  at  places  of  public  entert; 

ainment  2 

Dilapidated  dustbins 

. . 140 

Choked  drains  . . 

..  238 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  defects  339  informal 
notices  and  31  statutory  notices  were  served. 

Of  the  statutory  notices  served,  6 required  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  at  dwelling  houses,  24  called  for  the  provision  of 
new  dustbins,  and  1 dealt  with  defective  drainage  arrange- 
ments. 

In  3 cases,  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the  local  authority 
in  default  of  legal  notice. 

Housing. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  1954 
many  more  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  than  in 
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any  other  post  war  year.  18  houses  were  built  for  private 
individuals  and  182  houses  on  the  Castle  Estate  were  com- 
pleted. This  total  of  200  new  houses  is  more  than  double  the 
previous  best  figures  achieved  in  1952. 

I referred  in  my  last  year’s  report  to  the  development  of 
the  Castle  Estate  being  undertaken  jointly  by  the  Council  and 
the  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association,  providing  a total  of 
436  houses.  The  first  houses  were  completed  during  April, 
1954  and  thereafter  a steady  flow  of  new  houses  continued 
throughout  the  year.  All  the  completions  during  1954  were 
for  the  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association,  the  first  of  the 
Council’s  houses  not  being  let  until  January,  1955. 

The  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association’s  houses  were 
built  for  mineworkers  and  close  liaison  was  maintained  between 
officials  of  the  National  Coal  Board  and  the  Council  ; Most 
of  the  mineworkers  who  were  rehoused  had  previously  lived 
in  rooms  or  under  otherwise  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  many 
of  them  were  on  the  Council’s  list  of  applicants.  Although  less 
than  half  the  estate  has  been  completed,  the  number  of 
houses  let  has  considerably  ameliorated  the  housing  problem 
in  the  district  ; especially  among  the  mineworkers. 

Equally  pleasing  is  the  broader  view  of  the  housing  problem 
which  could  be  taken  during  1954.  Since  the  end  of  the  war 
efforts  have  been  concentrated  mainly  on  the  building  of  new 
houses  for  families  without  a separate  home  of  their  own, 
but  during  1954,  it  became  possible  to  turn  increased  attention 
to  demolition  of  the  insanitary  houses  and  to  the  improvement 
and  modernisation  of  existing  houses.  In  September,  1954, 
the  Council  approved  the  first  stage  of  the  slum  clearance 
programme  ; 1 1 houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  five  areas  comprising  25  houses  were  declared 
to  be  clearance  areas.  Of  the  1 1 houses  represented,  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  3 were  subject  of  Closing  Orders,  under  the 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953, 
4 were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  and  in  respect  of  a 
further  house  an  undertaking  by  the  owner  was  accepted. 

The  decision  to  proceed  with  slum  clearance  was  a very 
welcome  step,  indeed  it  is  most  satisfying  to  see  the  occupants 
of  insanitary  houses  moved  to  decent  homes. 

Henceforth  the  removal  of  dilapidated  and  unfit  dwellings 
will  form  an  integral  part  of  the  authority’s  housing  programme 
so  that  all  may  be  cleared  away  in  the  next  4 or  5 years. 

Attention  is  now  being  focussed  on  the  improvement  of 
the  many  middle  aged  houses,  which  although  soundly  con- 
structed lack  hot  water,  baths,  indoor  sanitation  and  other 
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modern  amenities  and  conveniences  which  are  now  regarded 
as  essential  to  a decent  and  healthy  life. 

Improvement  grants  enable  modern  amenities  and  con- 
veniences to  be  provided  in  these  older  houses  at  a fraction 
of  the  cost  of  erecting  a new  house ; affording  to  the  tenants 
greater  comfort  in  their  present  homes  and  to  the  owner  a 
fair  return  on  his  share  of  the  cost  and  a modernised  house 
with  a greater  expectancy  of  life. 

The  Council  are  anxious  to  encourage  improvement 
schemes  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  property  owners  will 
adopt  a progressive  attitude  and  submit  proposals  designed 
to  bring  suitable  houses  up  to  the  new  standard.  A modern 
approach  is  required  : no  longer  is  it  sufficient  to  maintain 
houses  in  their  present  condition,  rather  should  the  emphasis 
be  on  the  provision  of  amenities  and  conveniences  not  at  present 
available.  With  the  ever  growing  number  of  post  war  houses 
and  the  continuance  of  full  employment  it  should  by  now  be 
apparent  to  all  property  owners  that  houses  which  lack  modern 
amenities  are  no  longer  desirable  residences.  As  these  houses 
steadily  fall  behind  modern  standards  the  owners  become 
increasingly  reluctant  to  maintain  them  adequately  and  they 
are  then  well  on  the  road  to  becoming  slums. 

During  1954,  14  applications  for  improvement  grants  were 
approved  by  the  Council,  though  in  only  three  cases  was  the 
work  completed  and  the  grant  paid  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Of  these  applications,  only  3 were  from  owners  desirous  of 
improving  tenanted  houses,  the  remaining  11  being  from  owner 
occupiers.  It  is  pleasing  to  report,  however,  that  during  the 
early  months  of  1955  there  has  been  a big  increase  in  the 
applications  for  grant  and  that  those  from  owners  of  tenanted 
houses  are  at  present  exceeding  those  from  owner  occupiers. 

After  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  a meeting  was  arranged  with  about  a 
dozen  property  owners  to  point  out  the  provisions  with  regard 
to  improvement  grants.  Unfortunately,  this  did  not  produce 
very  satisfactory  results  and  the  policy  now  being  pursued  is 
that  of  direct  individual  approach  to  the  owners  of  suitable 
houses  and  more  co-operation  is  being  achieved. 

Before  passing  from  the  subject  of  improvement  grants,  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  one  aspect  of  the  law  dealing  with  this 
matter.  At  present  there  is  no  obligation  on  an  owner  to 
improve  his  property,  subject  to  the  house(s)  being  suitable 
for  improvement,  nor  is  it  obligatory  on  the  local  authority  to 
make  a grant  if  one  is  applied  for.  The  result  is  that  in  blocks 
or  areas  of  identical  houses  only  a few  of  the  houses  are  being 
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improved,  whereas  all  the  houses  could  be  dealt  with  if  an 
organised  programme  were  possible.  The  improvement  of 
property  with  grant  aid  is  a comparatively  recent  innovation, 
but  at  present  only  the  fringe  of  the  problem  is  being  tackled 
and  it  still  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  objective  can  be 
achieved  by  voluntary  rather  than  compulsory  means.  It 
might  be  that  at  some  future  date  the  possibility  of  introducing 
legislation  requiring  improvement  of  all  suitable  houses  will 
have  to  be  considered  by  the.  Government  of  the  day. 

During  the  year,  no  applications  for  certificates  of  dis- 
repair were  received  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  indeed  there  was  little  evidence 
of  concerted  action  to  increase  rents  of  houses  though  it  was 
noticed  that  several  owners  were  having  repair  work  carried 
out  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Dwellings. 

During  1954  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  was  for  the 
first  time,  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  caravans  used 
for  human  habitation,  at  the  end  of  the  year  15  being  in  use. 

In  last  year’s  report  I referred  to  the  proposed  develop- 
ment by  the  Council  of  a municipal  caravan  site  at  Limekiln 
Fields.  The  site  which  provides  concrete  standings  for  12 
caravans,  water  supply,  main  drainage  and  sanitary  convenien- 
ces became  ready  for  occupation  during  September  and  some 
of  the  caravans  at  Springfields  were  removed  to  the  new  site 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  caravans  was  a 
welcome  feature  and  is  an  outcome  of  the  improved  housing 
position  in  the  district.  A caravan,  however  well  equipped  it 
might  be,  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  provide  a satisfactory  per- 
manent residence,  especially  for  a family  with  one  or  more 
young  children. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  report 
of  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year.  42  visits  were  paid  to  houses  where  cases  had  occurred 
and  9 books  were  disinfected  on  behalf  of  the  Bolsover  Branch 
of  the  County  Library. 

Of  the  3 scarlet  fever  cases  notified,  1 patient  was  removed 
to  hospital  and  the  other  2 were  nursed  at  home. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  disinfecting  station  con- 
tinued to  be  available,  if  required,  for  the  disinfection  of 
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blankets,  etc.,  used  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service  for 
the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  hospital. 

Verminous  Premises. 

One  caravan  was  disinfested  after  removal  of  the  occupier 
to  hospital. 

There  was  again  very  little  evidence  of  bedbug  infestation 
of  houses  in  the  district  ; though  a number  of  tenants  ex- 
perienced trouble  from  cockroaches  and  silverfish.  The  almost 
complete  absence  of  bedbug  infestation  pays  tribute  to  the 
cleanly  habits  of  the  vast  majority  of  householders,  and  es- 
pecially the  housewives  throughout  the  district. 

D.D.T.  powder,  Gammexane  dust,  liquid  disinfectant  and 
D.D.T.  fly  solution  continued  to  be  available  to  householders 
free  of  charge. 

Water  Supply. 

Every  house  in  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  from 
the  main  supply  of  the  Chesterfield,  Bolsover  and  Clowne 
Water  Board.  Five  samples  of  tap  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  found  to  be  fit  for 
drinking  purposes. 

Premises  used  for  the  Preparation  or  Sale  of  Food. 

During  1954,  211  visits  were  paid  to  premises  used  for 
the  preparation  of  food — these  comprising  2 bakehouses, 
8 fish  frying  premises,  3 ice  cream  manufacturers,  1 jam  and 
canning  factory,  8 manufacturers  of  sausages,  etc.,  and  3 small 
cafes.  With  the  exception  of  the  bakehouses  and  cafes  all 
the  above  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

422  visits  were  paid  to  food  shops  and  market  stalls, 
including  24  shops  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Apart  from  8 fish  and  chip  shops,  there  are  87  shop 
premises  selling  food,  3 being  bakers  and  confectioners,  10 
concentrating  on  the  sale  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  11  predo- 
minantly grocers,  10  butchers,  2 dealing  in  made  up  meat 
products  and  51  general  dealers.  The  vast  majority  are  house 
and  shop  premises  of  restricted  size  where  the  hygienic  storage 
and  display  of  foods  of  differing  types  present  numerous 
problems. 

There  was,  again,  no  case  of  food  poisoning  resulting  from 
food  manufactured  or  processed  in  the  district  and  every  effort 
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continues  to  be  made  to  impress  on  traders  the  importance 
of  strict  cleanliness  in  all  aspects  of  food  preparation,  handling 
and  storage. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  decision  of  the  Government  to  end  meat  rationing  at 
the  beginning  of  July  and  the  responsibility  placed  on  local 
authorities  to  ensure  that  thereafter  adequate  slaughtering 
facilities  would  be  available  to  the  butchers,  involved  the 
Council  in  very  serious  deliberation  during  the  early  months 
of  the  year. 

Discussion  took  place  between  all  the  local  authorities 
in  North  East  Derbyshire  to  consider  the  use  to  be  made  of 
the  Chesterfield  municipal  abattoir,  which  had  hitherto  catered 
for  the  needs  of  the  whole  area  during  the  operation  of  meat 
rationing.  At  that  time  no  power  existed  whereby  the  Council 
could  compel  local  butchers  to  use  the  facilities  at  the  abattoir, 
though  the  Government  has  plans  to  introduce  a policy  of 
moderate  concentration  of  slaughtering  with  the  resultant 
closure  of  the  many  small  slaughterhouses. 

Meetings  were  also  held  with  the  Bolsover  butchers  and 
they  were  unanimous  in  their  desire  to  return  to  the  pre-war 
practice  of  slaughtering  their  animals  locally.  Nine  slaughter- 
houses were  in  use  prior  to  the  introduction  of  meat  rationing, 
and  eventually  it  was  agreed  to  licence  four  premises  in  the 
district  to  provide  facilities  for  8 local  butchers  and  3 from  the 
adjoining  rural  areas.  The  four  premises  were  brought  up  to 
the  required  standard  and  the  change-over  took  place  without 
any  hitch. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-1954. 

At  the  end  of  1954,  19  persons  held  licences  to  slaughter 
animals,  all  having  been  granted  prior  to  the  coming  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

50  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  knacker’s  yard. 

The  business  was  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  and 
the  requisite  records  were  kept. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Prior  to  the  decontrol  of  meat  all  the  meat  sold  in  the 
district  was  drawn  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse 
at  Chesterfield  where  a thorough  system  of  meat  inspection 
was  in  operation. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  meat  inspection 
carried  out  in  this  district  after  decontrol,  from  July  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (6  months). 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

exc’d’ng 

COW’S. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

260 

88 

6 

786 

326 

Number  inspected 

260 

88 

6 

786 

326 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

17 

10 

3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

6.54 

11.36 

0.92 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

29 

26 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

11.54 

31.82 

— 

— 

2.76 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  carcase  of  every  animal  slaughtered 
was  inspected,  most  of  this  work  being  done  outside  normal 
working  hours. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Chesterfield  Corpora- 
tion for  one  of  their  inspectors  to  undertake  this  duty  during 
periods  of  holiday  or  sickness. 

During  the  six  months  an  estimated  4,232  lb.  of  meat  and 
offals  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  were  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered by  the  butchers.  After  staining,  the  meat  and  offals 
were  disposed  of  to  the  local  knacker  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  part  of  the  proceeds  to  be  returned  to  the  butchers. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  figures  of  slaughtering 
during  the  first  six  months  of  decontrol,  with  those  for  the 
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immediate  pre-war  period,  viz  the  years  1938  and  1939. 
Although  it  would  be  dangerous  to  draw  too  definite  a con- 
clusion, it  would  appear  that  more  meat  is  now  being  con- 
sumed in  this  district  than  before  the  war,  whereas  the 
national  consumption  is  reported  to  be  lower. 

The  relevant  figures  are — 


1938 

1939 

1954  (6  months) 

Cattle  including  cows 

423 

425 

348 

Calves 

. . 24 

25 

6 

Sheep  and  lambs 

. . 1148 

1211 

786 

Pigs 

. . 973 

969 

326 

The  following  amount  of  food,  apart  from  meat,  was  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered, being  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tips — 


Cooked  meat  products 

. . 72  lb.  6 oz. 

Sausages 

25  lb  4 oz. 

Canned  meat 

37  tins. 

vegetables 

69  tins. 

tomatoes 

. . 102  tins. 

fruit 

63  tins. 

milk 

17  tins. 

Cereals 

34  packets. 

Dried  fruit 

30  lb.  and  27  pkts. 

Cheese 

4J  oz. 

Sampling  of  Food. 

Sampling  of  food  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton, 
B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  report. 

“ 48  samples,  including  18  milks,  were  taken  in  the  area 
of  the  Bolsover  Urban  District  Council  during  the  year  1954. 

One  sample  of  lard  was  of  doubtful  purity  and  the  subject 
of  further  investigation  ; the  remaining  samples,  on  analysis, 
were  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.” 

Milk  and  Dairies  Administration. 

As  from  the  1st  January,  1954,  the  sale  of  non-designated 
milk  was  prohibited  in  this  district  by  virtue  of  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  (No.  3)  Order,  1953. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  16  dairy  farmers  in  the 
district,  five  of  them  producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 
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One  producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  bottles  his  milk  at 
the  farm  and  retails  it  locally,  in  all  other  cases  the  milk  is 
collected  by  the  local  dairy  company  and  pasteurised. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954. 

The  registrations  and  licences  granted  as  at  the  31st 
December,  1954,  were  as  follows  : — 

Registered  distributors  of  milk  . . . . 14 

Licensed  dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  7 
Licensed  dealers  in  Pasteurised  milk  . . 10 

Licensed  dealers  in  Sterilised  milk  . . 6 

Supplementary  licences  to  deal  in  Pasteurised  milk  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  granted  to  the  local  Co-operative 
Society  and  to  a dealer  in  the  adjoining  rural  area. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Prior  to  the  prohibition  on  the  sale  of  non-designated 
milk  in  this  district,  it  had  been  the  practice  to  carry  out 
quarterly  sampling  for  biological  test,  but  at  the  beginning  of 
1954  this  policy  was  modified  to  provide  annual  routine  sam- 
pling. 

During  the  year  1 1 samples  were  submitted  for  biological 
test  and  in  no  case  was  a condition  of  tuberculosis  produced 
in  a guinea  pig  after  inoculation. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  three  premises  at  which  ice  cream  is  manu- 
factured and  24  premises  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold. 

The  improvement  in  recent  years  in  the  bacterial  cleanli- 
ness of  ice  cream  manufactured  in  this  district  continued 
throughout  1954,  and  for  the  third  successive  year  every  sample 
taken  was  reported  as  being  in  the  satisfactory  grades  1 and 
2.  This  high  standard  must  be  most  zealously  preserved. 

The  many  modern  detergents  and  sterilising  agents  now 
on  the  market  greatly  assist  the  ice  cream  producer  in  keeping 
his  manufacturing  plant  in  clean  condition  : indeed,  unsatis- 
factory results  are  an  indication  of  lack  of  attention  to  cleanli- 
ness. 
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16  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory for  examination  and  were  graded  as  follows — 

Grade  1 . . . . . . 15 

Grade  2 . . . . . . 1 

Grade  3 
Grade  4 


The  results  for  individual  manufacturers  were  as  follows — 


Grade  1 Grade  2 
Manufacturer  A 4 1 

Manufacturer  B 6 

Manufacturer  C 5 


Grade  3 Grade  4 Total 

5 

6 


Swimming  Baths. 

10  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  taken  during 
the  year  from  the  Public  Baths  in  Castle  Lane,  Bolsover, 
samples  being  taken  from  the  inlet  and  outlet  ends. 

In  one  of  the  samples  there  was  an  indication  of  slight 
pollution  of  the  bath  water  by  Bact.  Coli  Irregular  Type  I, 
and  chlorine  dosage  was  adjusted  to  overcome  this  contami- 
nation, later  samples  being  satisfactory. 

The  bath  is  used  most  extensively  during  the  summer 
term  by  organised  swimming  parties  from  schools  in  Bolsover 
and  the  surrounding  districts  and  at  such  times  it  is  subjected 
to  very  heavy  load.  In  my  report  for  1953  I commented  on 
the  need  for  improved  pre-cleansing  facilities  and  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  dressing  accommodation  with  a view  to 
reducing  the  possible  sources  of  pollution  of  the  bath  water. 

During  1954  plans  were  prepared  for  the  erection  of  an 
extension  to  the  existing  building,  providing  compulsory 
pre-cleansing  facilities  and  much  improved  dressing  accom- 
modation and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  commenced 
in  the  very  near  future. 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

61  visits  were  paid  to  premises  regarding  closing  hours, 
sanitary  conveniences  and  the  employment  of  young  persons. 

Petroleum  Licensing. 

36  inspections  were  made  of  premises  used  for  the  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit. 

At  the  end  of  1954,  22  licences  were  in  force  involving  a 
maximum  storage  capacity  of  320,650  gallons. 
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Rodent  Control. 


The  systematic  survey  of  the  district  for  the  presence  of 
rats  and  mice  was  continued  throughout  1954  and  862  houses, 
business  premises  and  agricultural  properties  were  inspected. 
A total  of  53  infestations  were  treated,  some  of  these  being 
dealt  with  in  3 ‘‘  block  control  ” schemes. 

Permanent  Warfarin  baiting  points  were  maintained  at 
refuse  tips  and  sewage  works  and  treatment  of  the  public 
sewers  was  carried  out. 

In  all  cases  methods  of  treatment  were  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  under  the 
provisions  of  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Moor  Lane  Sewer. 

Reports  for  recent  years  have  referred  to  the  flooding 
with  sewage  of  that  portion  of  Moor  Lane  near  the  junction 
with  Moorfield  Avenue  and  to  the  examination  for  typhoid 
organisms  of  swabs  suspended  in  the  sewer  at  the  point  where 
overflow  occurs. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  four  swabs  were 
examined  and,  fortunately,  no  organisms  of  the  typhoid  group 
were  isolated. 

During  1954  work  began  on  the  first  stage  of  the  Moor 
Lane  Sewerage  Scheme,  which  will  provide  about  500  yards 
of  new  sewer  and  a sewage  pumping  station. 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  and  Privies. 

During  1954  no  conversions  were  carried  out. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  district  not  served  by  a 
public  sewer  are  isolated  farms  and  cottages  situated  in  rather 
inaccessible  and  scattered  positions  where  it  is  not  economically 
possible  to  provide  sewerage.  There  is,  however,  one  exception, 
this  being  a group  of  30  houses  in  Chesterfield  Road,  Shuttle- 
wood,  where  it  should  be  possible  to  provide  modern  sanitation 
at  a fairly  reasonable  cost. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  several  local  farmers  made 
enquiries  regarding  improvement  grants  for  the  modernisation 
of  farm  cottages  as  a means  of  attracting  agricultural  workers 
and  it  is  possible  that  some  progress  in  this  direction  will  be 
forth-coming. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  year  1954  was  remarkable  for  the  ever  growing 
importance  attached  to  atmospheric  pollution.  The  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Air  Pollution  was  published  and  its 
recommendations  were  subsequently  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  Opposition  parties  ; it  is  to  be  expected  that  new 
legislation  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  future. 

The  Report  states  “ we  wish  to  state  our  emphatic  belief 
that  air  pollution  on  the  scale  with  which  we  are  familiar  in 
this  country  to-day  is  a social  and  economic  evil  which  should 
no  longer  be  tolerated,  and  that  it  needs  to  be  combated  with 
the  same  conviction  and  energy  as  were  applied  one  hundred 
years  ago  in  securing  pure  water.  We  are  convinced  that  given 
the  will  it  can  be  prevented.  To  do  this  will  require  a national 
effort  and  will  entail  costs  and  sacrifices  ; the  recommenda- 
tions made  in  this  Report  will  involve  expenditure  by  the 
Government,  local  authorities,  industry  and  householders 
alike.  But  we  are  confident  that  our  proposals,  if  carried  out, 
will  secure  happier  and  more  healthy  living  conditions  for 
millions  of  people,  and  that  on  all  counts  the  cost  of  the  cure 
will  be  far  less  than  the  national  loss  in  allowing  the  evil  to 
continue.” 

The  modernisation  plan  to  equip  the  railways  with  diesel 
and  electric  locomotives  foreshadows  the  end  of  the  coal  burn- 
ing locomotive,  and  the  great  scheme  for  nuclear  generating 
stations,  marks  the  beginning  of  a revolution  in  the  production 
of  electricity  that  will  help  in  more  ways  than  one  to  give 
cleaner  air. 

At  long  last  the  evils  of  air  pollution  are  becoming 
apparent  to  the  people  of  this  country  and  henceforth,  greater 
effort  will  be  made  to  ensure  that  coal,  one  of  our  greatest 
national  assets,  is  used  more  efficiently.  For  too  long  the  coal 
that  has  been  mined  in  this  country  at  an  enormous  cost  in 
human  life,  suffering  and  anxiety  has  been  used  most  waste- 
fully. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  prevention  of  atmospheric 
pollution  will  be  tackled  with  greater  vigour  and  that  legis- 
lation designed  to  secure  this  object  and  to  strengthen  the 
local  authorities  powers  will  be  forthcoming. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Labour  and  Transport. 

During  1954  a reorganisation  of  the  Public  Cleansing 


32 


service  was  undertaken  to  cater  for  the  expansion  in  the  district 
by  the  devlopment  of  the  Castle  Estate  which  will  eventually 
provide  over  500  houses.  For  the  past  year  or  two  the  service 
had  been  extended  to  full  capacity  as  no  expansion  had  taken 
place  for  a number  of  years  to  cover  post  war  development, 
with  the  result  that  frequent  calls  were  being  made  on  other 
departments  for  vehicles  and  workmen  and  a weekly  collection 
throughout  the  whole  area  could  not  be  guaranteed. 

For  the  first  9 months  of  the  year  10  men  were  employed 
on  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  emptying  pail  closets,  privies 
and  cesspools  and  on  collection  and  baling  of  waste  paper. 

The  vehicles  used  comprised  : — 

112  cubic  yard  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Freighter. 

1 7 cubic  yard  Karrier  Bantam. 

3 inch  mud  pump  for  cesspool  emptying. 

The  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Freighter  was  employed  full 
time  on  refuse  collection  duties,  the  Karrier  Bantam  being 
employed  part  time  on  refuse  collection  and  also  undertaking 
emptying  of  pail  closets,  privies  and  cesspools. 

The  weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  from  shop  and 
businss  premises  was  undertaken  by  transport  and  workmen 
borrowed  from  the  highways  department. 

A second  Karrier  Bantam  and  2 additional  men  were  em- 
ployed from  the  1st  October,  1954,  and  thereafter  2 vehicles 
and  8 men  were  engaged  whole  time  on  refuse  collection  duties. 
One  vehicle  and  two  men  carried  out  the  emptying  of  cess- 
pools, pail  closets  and  privies,  and  the  collection  of  waste 
paper  from  shops  and  business  premises.  There  was  also  one 
tip  attendant  and  one  man  almost  wholly  employed  on  paper 
baling. 

I referred  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  considerable  difficulty 
experienced  in  recruiting  and  retaining  workmen  for  public 
cleansing  duties,  and  the  effort  to  secure  permission  to  offer  a 
plus  rate  in  an  attempt  to  maintain  this  service  at  a high  level 
of  efficiency. 

As  from  the  beginning  of  April,  1954,  the  Council  decided 
to  offer  an  excess  rate  of  3|d.  per  hour  and  although  this  has 
materially  assisted  the  recruitment  of  workmen  to  the  public 
cleansing  service,  the  fact  remains  that  the  present  method  of 
refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  not  an  attractive  occupation 
especially  in  this  period  of  full  employment. 
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I should  like  once  again  to  pay  tribute  to  the  loyalty  and 
co-operation  of  the  public  cleansing  staff.  These  men  perform 
a public  health  duty  of  the  first  importance  which  is  all  too 
often  taken  for  granted  by  the  general  public  and  continues 
unnoticed  until  something  goes  wrong. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  collected  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  the  New  Bolsover  and  New  Byron  refuse  tips,  concentration 
of  disposal  taking  place  at  New  Bolsover  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  local  N.C.B.  sports  ground. 

The  Limekiln  Fields  refuse  tip  which  has  been  in  use.  for 
many  years  to  provide  a playing  field,  was  completed  in  1954. 
Final  levelling  and  soil  spreading  was  carried  out  by  a hired 
tractor  to  which  was  fitted  the  Council’s  earthmover  blade. 
The  municipal  caravan  site  has  been  developed  on  a portion 
of  the  completed  tip. 

Salvage. 

(Referring  to  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1955). 


Sales  from  1st  April, 

1954 

to  31st 

March,  1955. 

T. 

C. 

Q-  L.  £ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper  and 

cardboard 

. 132 

10 

1045 

13 

5 

Textiles 

2 

3 

3 — 25 

11 

0 

Scrap  metals 

. — 

6 

1 

10 

0 

Scrap  Tins 

1 

18 

1 — 2 

17 

4 

136 

18 

- £1075 

11 

9 

There  was  a growing  demand  for  waste  paper  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  year  and  every  effort  was  made  to  increase 
collections  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  board  mills. 

Total  sales  amounted  to  132J  tons,  almost  25  tons  more 
than  last  year’s  record  achievement  and  a profit  of  slightly  over 
£500  was  made. 

The  workmen’s  bonus  scheme  was  discontinued  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  when  the  3|d.  per  hour  plus  rate  came 
into  operation. 

The  value  of  waste  paper  salvage  to  the  Council  may  be 
judged  from  the  table  below  and  reflects  great  credit  on  all 
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those  householders  and  shopkeepers  who  saved  paper  for 
collection  and  thereby  helped  to  save  the  rates. 


1954/55 

1953/54 

1952/53 

1951/52 

132  tons  10  cwts.  sold  for  £1045  13  5 
107  „ 12f  cwts.  „ „ £816  16  4 

78  „ 16 J cwts.  „ „ £687  18  6 

81  54  cwts.  ,,  ,,  £1430  11  6 

1950/51  (part)  23  ,,  8J  cwts.  ,,  ,,  £286  6 10 

1949/50  (part)  31  ,,  If  cwts.  ,,  ,,  £192  9 5 

454  tons  14f  cwts.  sold  for  £4459  16  0 
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